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353LF David & Marilyn Forward (S.A.) 


A Springfield Silver Ghost 
in Australia 


* Whatever Is rightiy done, however humble, is noble. — Royce, 1924. 


The Record speaks for itself: 


1914 Silver Ghost, restored/rebodied V.M.G. 1992 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1998 

1939 Bentley 41% Litre, restored V.M.G. 1991 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1999 

1936 Bentley 4\%4 Litre, restored V.M.G. 2000 
Best Restoration, Federal Rally 2000 

Best Bentley, Federal Rally 2000 

Overall Winner, Best Restoration and Age & 
Authenticity, N.S.W. Branch Concours, 2000 
Best Derby Bentley and Masters Class winner, 
Federal Rally 2001 


The ultimate end of restoration project should be the Judges’ approval 
and the beginning of many years of reliable and enjoyable motoring. 


For Show-ers and Go-ers, only at The Ultimate Repair Shop 


MAX HOUSTON’S 

, Hl Telephone: 02 4373 1277 

Vintage otor Garage Facsimile: 02 4373 1020 
visit our website 


BODY WORKS vintagemotorgarage.com 


Central Mangrove, N.S.W. 
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Customer Care Tecinical Expertise on ales 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cats. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 
Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au DL: 13746 
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Silver Wraiths at the Birth of a Nation 
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early Silver Wraiths in the birth of Ceylon 


The fall and rise of The Dreamer 
Gavin Sandford-Morgan adds some later 
history to David Forward’s ‘Glimpses into the 
Past’ story of Silver Ghost 1524 in P.6-00 


A Maharajah's fancy 
Doug Bristow tells the story of his splendid 
‘Maharajah’ Phantom IT 

A Real Ghost Story 

Part One of David & Marilyn Forward’s 
fascinating account of the acquisition, 
restoration and enjoyment of their 
magnificent Springfield Silver Ghost 


Prince Michael of Kent and 1997 
HRH Prince Michael of Kent recently drove 
David Jones’s 1912 Silver Ghost 
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special post-war Rolls-Royce 
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Front Cover Photo: 

South Australian Branch members David & Marilyn Forward's 1924 Springfield Silver 
Ghost (353LF) is one of only a handful of that model in Australia. Like most Springfield 
cars, 353LF has coachwork by Rolls-Royce Custom Coach Works — in this instance a 
‘Mayfair’ Town Car, one of the standard range of bodies offered. It is not just elegant: it 
is also extremely well made and free of the squeaks and rattles that beset the work of 
most coachbuilders in those days. Furthermore, it has been absolutely superbly restored 
by its owners, whose article on the remarkable restoration begins in this issue. Photograph 
from the owners. 


Mount Gambier Federal Rally 


At the end of March | enjoyed the 
privilege and good fortune of motoring 
down to Mount Gambier for the Federal 
Rally with Bill Rorrison, having abandoned 
my Bentley T at Bill's home in Wagga 
Wagga in favour of his fine multiple-trophy- 
winning Bentley Mulsanne Turbo. 

The Rally, hosted by our South Aust- 
talian Branch, was truly superb. The organ- 
isation, the location, the weather, the 
friendly participants and an exceptional 
roster of cars, including an unprecedented 
abundance of Silver Ghosts, combined to 
make it so. 

From all accounts, those whose good 
fortune extended to travelling down on the 
‘official’ Overlander were doubly fortunate 
as the same elements combined to make 
that an undoubted success, too. 

Our next issue will provide full coverage 
of an exceptional and memorable Federal 
Rally. 


Two Phantom Ills back in circulation 


1938 Phantom Ill chassis 3DL146, an 
elegant sedanca de ville by H.J. Mulliner, 
was a star of the recent Federal Rally fol- 
lowing completion of an astonishing 
restoration by owner Martin Glynn (Qid.). Its 
near twin, by rival coachbuilder Hooper on 
chassis 3DL150, owned by Alastair Kinloch 
(A.C.T.), is also running again after a hiatus 
of nearly 20 years and a journey from 
England to Australia by way of the United 
States. 
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Editor's-eye view from Bill Rorrison’s 1982 Bentley Mulsanne Turbo (BSD06977) on the 
Mount Gambier Federal Rally, showing the excellent roads and picturesque scenery that 
were encountered. Full coverage of that magnificent Federal Rally in our next issue. 


To rescue a Phantom Ill engine is no 
mean feat. To have succeded in returning 
it to such a high mechanical standard is 
even more commendable, and in the case 
of 3DL150 a number of major engine com- 
ponents were missing, 

When Alastair announced at a Branch 
meeting that the engine was running again, 
a fellow member enquired if he could “pop 
around and hear it running”. 

“Certainly not", came the response. 
Somewhat taken aback, our member per- 
sisted: “Oh? Why not?”. 

“You're welcome to pop around and see it 
running” was Alastair's impeccably logical 


Phantom II! H.J. Mulliner sedanca de ville (3DL 146) owned by Martin Glynn (Qid.), as seen 
at the recent Federal Rally in Mount Gambier, South Australia. A.C.T. member Alastair 
Kinloch’s very similar Hooper limousine de ville (3DL 150) will also be on the road soon. 


reply! 

3DL150 was bought new in April 1939 
by entertainer Lupino Lane, who was ‘Doing 
the Lambeth Walk’ at the time. 


New Federal Executive 


| bid a very warm welcome to our new 
Federal President Fred Haughtey and 
Federal Secretary Judith Merlin, anda fond 
farewell to our outgoing President George 
Forbes and Secretary Kim Stapleton, both 
of whom have retired from their respective 
positions after serving the Club with distinc- 
tion. Our Federal Treasurer, Bryan Inder, 
continues to serve us diligently. 


We can't start them too early! New Federal 
President Fred Haughtey with two-weex- 
old granddaughter Samantha (now 14 and 
a Club member) with Fred's miniature 
Corniche. See also last issue's Editorial. 
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FROM the incoming FEDERAL PRESIDENT 


Thanks 


Firstly may I reiterate the remarks 
in my acceptance speech at the Federal 
Dinner in Mount Gambier when I 
stated how honoured and proud I am 
to have been given the opportunity to 
serve our great Club in the rdéle of its 
Federal President. I thanked George 
Forbes for his guidance of the Club over 
the past two years, and Kim Stapleton, 
our retiring Federal Secretary, for his 
contribution to the operation of the 
Club. 

I would also like to thank George, 
together with Federal Treasurer Bryan 
Inder and John Hiscox, for their efforts 
in establishing a sound financial plan 
for the future of PRAECLARUM. What 
an important achievement for the Club 
and who better to organise it than a 
formidable trio of accountants?! I can- 
not mention PRAECLARUM without 
recognising the important role of its 
Editor, Martin Bennett. Thank you 
Martin on behalf of all our members, 
particularly those whose only contact 
with the Club is through this very 
much anticipated magazine. 

This is a Club of which I know we 
are all proud. It is unique among 
motoring clubs, representing two of the 
greatest marques in motoring history, 
both with an unequalled heritage 
which has been created over almost a 
century and which will endure. 


Back from the grave? 


In the U.K. classic car press recently, 
your Editor’s eye was caught by a dealer's 
advertisement offering for sale a 1938 
Wraith (described as a “Silver Wraith") with 
an “unbelievable history”, having been 
“used by Mr Royce himself”. Very unbeliev- 
able, I’d say! 


Car stories 


In this issue we have no fewer than four 
excellent articles on Club cars, including 
Part One of David & Marilyn Forward’s story 
of our front cover car, Springfield Silver 
Ghost 353LF. It is gratifying to see mem- 
bers writing about cars they own or have 
been involved with, and in future editions 
we will see more, as members keep these 
contributions coming in. 

Martin Bennett 


2001 Federal Rally 


Once again our Federal Rally, this 
time at Mount Gambier, was a huge 
success and the South Australian 
Branch is to be congratulated for 
organising such a very enjoyable event. 
By now the Delegates to the Federal 
Council Meeting, which was held at the 
start of the Federal Rally, will have 
reported to their Branches so it is not 
necessary for me to repeat the details. 
Full coverage of the Federal Rally 
itself will appear in the next issue of 
PRAECLARUM. 


Model Registers 


The formation of Model Registers 
was approved by Council, and the Ex- 
ecutive given the responsibility of or- 
ganising their establishment. I can 
report that Registrars have either vol- 
unteered or readily accepted appoint- 
ment, and only two of the proposed 
Registers had yet to be established at 
the time of writing. In my next report 
these will be detailed; in the meantime 
I would thank all those who volun- 
teered so enthusiastically. Of course, 
the Registers are in a formative period 
and we are presently formulating 
guidelines for discussion. The Federal 
Council also approved that each 
Register, if its members wish, may have 
one major rally each year. I feel that 
these should be encouraged where 


possible to either terminate or begin at 
the Federal Rally. 


2002 Federal Rally 


The New South Wales Branch has 
already offered to cooperate fully with 
the requirements of any Register at 
next year’s Federal Rally in Coffs 
Harbour. Rally Director Tony Ward has 
reported on progress in the planning of 
the 2002 Federal Rally, and we should 
all start organising our calendars for 
May 2nd - 6th next year. 


New Federal Executive 


Finally, may I congratulate Judith 
Merlin who graciously volunteered and 
was duly elected as Federal Secretary, 
and thank Bryan Inder who is continu- 
ing as Treasurer. 

Happy Motoring, 
Fred Haughtey 


Spotted by your Editor at this year’s Victoria Branch Concours: a fortuitous juxtaposition of 


Terry Bruce (left) and Bruce Terry at the wheel of his 1965 Silver Cloud Iii (SJR543). 
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WYA 1 on arrival at the Assem 


wires “ead 


bly Hall, Independence Square, Colombo on February 10th, 


1948. Moving away from the car are the Prime 


ed 


Minister Mr D.S. Senanayake and his wife. Mrs Senanayake is clad in a Kandyan-style saree endemic to the up-country aristocracy. 


Silver Wraiths at the Birth of a Nation 


By Roger Thiedeman (Vic.) 


The two Rolls-Royce Silver Wraiths 
delivered to Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) in 
the late 1940s are no strangers to 
PRAECLARUM. In P.6-95, there was 
reference to both cars (and one of them 
illustrated) in a ‘Spot the Difference’ 
feature, and in a review of Andrew 
Pastouna’s book Rolls-Royce State 
Motor Cars. Then, P.1-96 featured a 
photograph of one of the pair in its 
present guise. 

The Silver Wraiths, both late 1947 
cars, were either bought by, or gifted by 
Britain to, the government of Ceylon to 
coincide with the Indian Ocean island's 
independence from Britain in February 
1948. Indeed, the two brand-new cars 
were shipped from Birkenhead docks 
aboard the Clan Maclellan, and arrived 
in Colombo just in time to figure prom- 
inently in the pomp and pageantry 
associated with the official hand-over 


of power. 

The older (only just) of the pair was 
WYAI, fitted with sedanca de ville 
coachwork by H.J. Mulliner to design 
number 7055. It was ordered for use by 
the first Prime Minister of independent 
Ceylon, Mr Don Stephen (‘D.S.') 
Senanayake. WVA4O0, the second Silver 
Wraith, was a Hooper touring 
limousine to design number 8034 (a 
shape irreverently dubbed ‘Squatting 
Hen’ at Hoopers!), destined to become 
the official ‘chariot’ of the Governor- 
General of Ceylon. 

The accompanying photographs 
show the cars, both scarcely two 
months old, on official duties in 
Colombo during Independence fest- 
ivities. 

The first picture shows WYAI] on 
arrival at the Assembly Hall, Inde- 
pendence Square, Colombo on 
February 10th. The beaming couple 
moving away from the car are the Prime 
Minister Mr D.S. Senanayake (popular- 
ly known as ‘The Father of the Nation’) 


and his wife. 

WVA4O0 is seen on February 8th, 
1948, conveying the Duke and 
Duchess of Gloucester from 
Katunayake Airport to the capital 
Colombo. Their Royal Highnesses, 
visiting Ceylon for the sixth time, were 
representing the British government 
and Royal Family on the occasion of 
Ceylon’s independence. The 
Gloucesters’ mode of transport depict- 
ed here was entirely appropriate, anda 
natural progression of the Rolls-Royce 
power — four Merlin engines — propell- 
ing the Royal Air Force Avro York that 
had just brought them from England to 
Ceylon. In the picture, the Silver Wraith 
is passing beneath a ceremonial arch 
known as a pandal (pronounced ‘pan- 
doll’), erected for the occasion, and 
marking the entry point into the city of 
Colombo. 

Although independence was official- 
ly granted on February 4th, 1948, the 
formal ceremonies reached their 
climax on the 10th of that month with 
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the grand opening of the new nation’s 
first parliamentary session at Inde- 
pendence Square. During this glitter- 
ing event, the Duke of Gloucester read 
the Throne Speech, followed by a mes- 
sage from His Majesty King George VI. 
Mr Senanayake was a connoisseur 
of motor cars. He enjoyed his prime 
ministerial Rolls-Royce, not merely 
riding in it, but driving it too. Often, 
when in need of a haircut, he would 
give his chauffeur the afternoon off and 
drive the Silver Wraith to his favourite 
barbershop in a fashionable part of 
Colombo. (Oh, for a return to those 
peaceful times of relaxed security.) 
Sadly, ‘D.S.’ met an untimely death 
of a stroke while riding his horse in 
March 1952. The Silver Wraith H.J.M. 
sedanca de ville then served his son, Mr 
Dudley Senanayake, who succeeded 
him as Prime Minister. Later, the car 
was taken back to England where, for 
a few years, it was used by the High 
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Commissioner for Ceylon. Subse- 
quently, WYA1 passed through various 
private hands in the U.K. before cross- 
ing the ‘pond’ and into the ownership 
of Dr Roy H. Schnauss of Florida. More 
recently, the car was reported in 
derelict and dismantled condition in 
Anchorage, Alaska, with owner Fred- 
erick D. Overly. 

The second Silver Wraith remains in 
Sri Lanka in private ownership. It was 
originally used by Ceylon’s first 
Governor-General, Sir Henry Monck- 
Mason Moore, then by his successor 
Viscount Lord Soulbury (like Sir Henry, 
another Englishman). In 1954, when 
Queen Elizabeth II paid her first visit to 
Ceylon, Her Majesty travelled in 
WVA4O at least once, despite the pre- 
ponderance of Rootes Group products 
(e.g. Humber Super Snipes and Pull- 
mans) supplied for the Royal Tour that 
also encompassed Australia. 

Known by the country's motoring 


cognoscenti as the ‘Queen's House 
Rolls-Royce’, WVA40 went on to serve 
a third Governor-General in Sir Oliver 
Goonetilleke, the first Ceylonese to 
hold that office. Later, when the Silver 
Wraith was offered for sale by Public 
Tender, it was purchased by Mr H. 
Stanley Fernando, a local earth-moving 
contractor. Soon after becoming a 
private car for the first time, WVA40 
featured in the children’s TV series 
Elephant Boy, filmed on location in Sri 
Lanka. The car ‘acted’ as the personal 
limousine of a fictitious Indian 
maharajah, Prince Paddam, played by 
Australian actor Kevin Miles — with 
fake brown skin tones! — of Carson's 
Law fame. 

Although Mr Fernando passed away 
a few years ago, his widow, Mihiri, has 
no intention of allowing the Rolls-Royce 
Silver Wraith — with its historic and 
royal connotations — to leave her fam- 


ily. f 


WVA40 on February 8th, 1948, conveying the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester from Katunayake Airport to Colombo. The Silver Wraith is 


passing beneath a ceremonial arch known as a pandal. The oval logo at the centre of the span is that of the Colombo Municipal Council. 
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% 4 i . 5 ¥ rts 3 : ; nt we Ree a 
1911 Silver Ghost (1524) circa 1936, probably when in use as a hire car in the Port Adelaide district, in the hands of a Mr Moss. Note the 


disc wheels, fitted to carry larger section modern tyres, 


The fall and rise of The Dreamer 


From Royalty to rubbish dump 
— The Dreamer’s nightmare and re-awakening 


By Gavin Sandford-Morgan (S.A.) 


The life and times of 1911 40/50 
h.p. Silver Ghost Chassis 1524, as 
detailed in the very interesting article 
by David Forward in PRAECLARUM 
No. 6-00, with its intriguing reference 
to “Royalty”, is a fitting tribute to 
Charles Wright's restoration and 
coachwork construction skills, and to 
David's research contribution. 

There are also some almost as in- 
triguing and interesting stories relating 
to the life of this chassis between its 
exalted early days, and its period as the 
pride of Charles Angas’ stable, to the 
time when it came into Charles 
Wright's skilful hands. 

Many details of its life between the 
two World Wars are now hazy, but 
photographic evidence shows that the 


coachwork was replaced (or modified?), 
disc wheels were fitted to carry larger 
section modern tyres, and it is believed 
that the car ended up as a hire car in 
the Port Adelaide district, in the hands 
of a Mr Moss. 

Legend has it that some time in the 
late 1930s certain younger members of 
the Warnes family, pastoralists in 
Northern South Australia and well 
known pioneer motorists, were riding 
in this Silver Ghost after a celebratory 
evening the euphoria of which 
prompted them to buy the car on the 
spot and drive it home to Koomooloo 
Station, east of Burra Burra. 

After 1524’s acquisition from Mr 
Moss at Port Adelaide it seems that the 
Warnes family re-bodied the car as a 
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tourer, possibly using a body from 
another of their assorted chassis and 
remnants, and used it as a station 
hack, but by the early 1950s the 
chassis, lacking various essential 
organs of its engine was nearing its 
end, and edging ever closer to its grave. 

As its descent and dismemberment 
continued various further parts were 
removed until the now non-running 
chassis allegedly ended up forming 
part of the fence around the famous, or 
infamous, Koomooloo rubbish dump. 

Over the years this rubbish dump 
has been a prolific source of parts and 
components for veteran and vintage 
cars after the original vehicles, ac- 
quired over the years by members of 
the Warnes family, were consigned in 
whole or part to a mounting heap of 
carcasses once their useful life was 
deemed to be over. 
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The upsurge of interest in veteran 
cars during the 1950s prompted 
various enthusiasts to sift through and 
rescue the bones or vital organs from 
this cache of treasures, thus contribut- 
ing to the restoration and recreation of 
a number of veteran cars. 

At some time in the early 1950s 
Ronald Murray, another pastoralist, 
from nearby Mt Bryan, took pity on the 
chassis and acquired it from the 
Wamnes family with the idea of restoring 
it. Once he realised the daunting task 
ahead of him he handed it over to his 
friend Colin Angas whose property 
‘Hutton Vale’ adjoined both his father’s 
historic ‘Collingrove’ Angaston prop- 
erty and ‘Lindsay Park’ then owned by 
his uncle, Sir Keith Angas, and former 
home of his grandfather Charles Angas 
and, of course, 1524. 

Completely unknown to Colin, who 
had acquired the chassis with the in- 
tention of reliving his earlier enjoyment 
of 1910 chassis 1388, chassis 1524 
had thus by a circuitous path returned 
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to its former home paddock. 

Knowing that I was searching the 
previous haunts of Ghosts for parts to 
help me complete the restoration of 
1425, and faced with the realities of the 
time and costs involved in restoring the 
1524 chassis, let alone acquiring the 
missing parts, Colin very generously 
agreed to hand his chassis over to me 
in return for the sale proceeds of the 
good set of tyres currently fitted. 

So one fine day in 1954 chassis 
1524 left ‘Hutton Vale’ on the end of a 
tow rope and, unknown to all of us at 
the time, passed its original home at 
‘Lindsay Park’, while I sat on a chaff 
bag-upholstered wooden box and tried 
to avoid running over the tow rope, or 
into the back of the towing car, as we 
wended our slow way back through the 
Hills to Adelaide. 

Following the restoration of 1425, 
during which I cannibalized some 
engine parts from 1524 (a practice con- 
sidered quite acceptable in those days!) 
I was told of a “Vintage Silver Ghost 


roadster” which had been acquired by 
the Mildura Gliding Club with the in- 
tention of converting it into a launching 
winch. The process of conversion had 
started but enthusiasm had waned, 
and I was told that the remnants could 
be acquired for one hundred pounds. 
Not being able to afford this sum I 
suggested to Charles Wright that we 
acquired the remains between us as 
spares for my Veteran Ghosts and his 
Vintage Ghost, a proposal to which he 
was happy to agree. 

On arrival of the Ghostly remains by 
truck from Mildura I realised that the 
“Vintage Ghost” was in fact of 1914 
production, with 4-speed gearbox, and 
although lacking various parts includ- 
ing radiator and carburetter, repres- 
ented a much more interesting second 
restoration project to me than restoring 
another 3-speed chassis. 

After further discussion with 
Charles, I therefore swapped chassis 
1524 for his half share in chassis 34LB 
and, as they say, the rest is history! a 


Chassis 1524 in 1955, ready to leave ‘Hutton Vale’, the Angaston property of Colin Angas which adjoined both his father's historic 
‘Collingrove’ property and ‘Lindsay Park’, then owned by his uncle Sir Keith Angas, and former home of his grandfather Charles Angas 


and, of course, 1524. 
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1933 Phantom II (105MW), one of the legendary ‘Maharajah cars’, which were built to fabulous specifications, with no regard to cost, 
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each 


a unique treasure. The Barker tourer body in polished aluminium was built during the Golden Age of hand-made coachbuilding 


A Maharajah’s fancy 


1933 Phantom II torpedo tourer by Barker, chassis 1OSMW 


By Doug Bristow (Vic.) 


This is one of the legendary 
‘Maharajah cars’, which were built to 
fabulous specifications, with no regard 
to cost, each a unique treasure. The car 
is believed to be the only Phantom II 
with all-polished aluminium coach- 
work, which must have dazzled the eye 
in the Indian noon-day sun! 

The Barker body was built during 
the Golden Age of hand-made coach- 
building, and it shares the era with 
other fabulous bodies on Isotta- 
Fraschini, Hispano-Suiza and Deusen- 
berg chassis. It was built in 1933 by the 
most acclaimed coachbuilder of the day 
and is original, as specified by His 
Highness The Rajah Sahib of 
Hathawar. A flagmast at the leading 
edge of the long bonnet carried the 
Maharajah’s standard, but now bears 
the flag of India. 

The Rolls-Royce Phantom II chassis 
was available from 1929 to 1935. It was 


a very well engineered, refined chassis 
powered by a six cylinder in-line engine 
of 7,668 c.c. with dual ignition with 
both coil and magneto spark to ensure 
reliability. ‘One shot’ lubrication of the 
chassis by means of a foot lever under 
the dash ensured a quiet, smooth ride. 
An exhaust cut-out (not permitted to be 


used in the United Kingdom but no 
doubt allowed on one’s own estates in 
India!) allowed exhaust gasses to by- 
pass the silencer, providing a distinctly 
sporty exhaust note! 

105MW was ordered as a car suit- 
able for tiger shooting, with superb 
Stephen Grebel searchlights on either 


105MW: the Grebe! spotlamps on the scuttle sides are larger than the Lucas headlights! 


Note the very low windscreen. 
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side of the classis, shallow windscreen. 
It must have been reserved for special 
occasions only, as it has completed a 
mere 29,500 miles since new. 

This car was found derelict north of 
Calcutta in 1975, and was taken to 
England in 1976 for restoration by Mr 
A. Price, a highly regarded automotive 
engineer. This brought the fabulous 
car back to near-new condition before 
being displayed at the Stratford-upon- 
Avon Motor Museum alongside a lovely 
‘Maharajah’ Hispano-Suiza fitted with 
identical Grebel lamps. 

The car was sold at Christie’s in the 
summer of 1980, reaching the top price 
of the auction. It was then brought to 
Australia by the multi-millionaire 
sponsor of the British challenge for the 
America’s Cup yachting race off 
Fremantle in 1984. It was used as a 
mascot car for the team before being 
purchased in Western Australia by a 
millionaire enthusiast who was taken 
by its ‘presence’. The author purchased 
the car in June 1991. 

In researching the history of 1OSMW 
it became evident that the car is much 
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105MW: this three-quarter rear view shows the attractive lines of the Barker coachwork to 


advantage. 


admired world-wide, having appeared 
in several books and on numerous 
calendars. It was recently featured in 
the ‘coffee table’ book by Guiseppe 
Guzzardi & Enzo Rizzo, Convertibles - 
History and Evolution of Dream Cars. 
An original coachbuilder’s photograph 
from 1933 appeared in the classic book 
by Anthony Bird & Ian Hallows, The 
Rolls-Royce motor car. $ 


Photographs from the Author 


105MW: the instrument panel, like the exterior coachwork, is of 


polished aluminium. Note the white steering wheel and gear and 


handbrake lever tops. 


appointments. 


FO Rn 


105MW: engine bay, showing the semi- 
expanding carburetter of the later Pils. 


105MW: rear compartment showing occasional seats and other 
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A Real Ghost Story 


The story of 1924 Springfield Silver Ghost 353LF 


By David & Marilyn Forward (S.A.) 


We do not believe in ghosts. 

If you had met as many as we have, 
you would not believe in them either. 

Why a Silver Ghost? Because it is 
the ultimate car for the owner who 
cannot stop fiddling with the controls 
while driving, or stop adjusting it when 
not driving, or stop cleaning, oiling and 
polishing it when he has other things 
he or she should be doing. It 
transcends worry beads, rosaries, 
meditation, The Times crosswords, 
share prices and other therapies by 
occupying more time and attention 
than one would believe possible. It used 
to be said that it took a man and a boy 
full time to care for a Ghost properly, 
and we can well believe it. 

No sensible person would own a 
Ghost when he could be driving a 
Twenty or a Phantom. The 1922 Twen- 
ty, with half the capacity, produces the 
same b.h.p. as a 1907 Ghost. Any 


Phantom has more 
realistic cam tim- 
ing, more compres- 
sion, and oodles more acceleration. 
Twenties are endearing, Phantoms are 
powerful, yet a Ghost is perversely 
entrancing, absorbing, demanding and 
delightful. It is far more sensible to 
tootle about in a Twenty or a 20/25, or 
experience the greater ‘grunt’ and 
Majesty of a Phantom, but there it is. 
There is no accounting for it. 


Another barn discovery? 


On Christmas Eve, 1924, Mrs Sarah 
Pearson Duke, of 2 East 89th Street, 
New York City, received a little present. 
Her husband, Benjamin Newton Duke, 
was the elder brother and partner of 
James Buchanan Duke, the tobacco 
millionaire. In fact, they were both mil- 
lionaires many times over, and bought 
Silver Ghosts much as you or I buy 
another jar of coffee. For instance, B.N. 
had ordered Chassis 60558 in 1907, 


Chassis 1115 in 1909, and had their 
coachwork painted a gleaming black as 
a matching pair. You can see Mr and 
Mrs B.N. and family in The Edwardian 
Rolls-Royce by Fasal & Goodman, 
p.163. Even his son had a Ghost — 
Chassis 2235. J.B. also owned the odd 
Ghost or two — Chassis 1959, 2378, 
16GB, 112EE and 89BW. Even his 
ex-wife owned a Ghost (177KF). 

This last touch ts really doing things 
in style — keeping one’s former wife in 
the manner to which she has been 
accustomed. So rich were the brothers 
that J.B. at one stage almost owned 
Rolls-Royce Ltd, when he bought all 
Maxwell Aitken’s shares after Aitken 
had failed in his 1911-12 take-over bid. 

Anyway, back to Mrs B.N. — Sarah 
Pearson Duke. She seemed to like her 
1924 Christmas present, which was 
Chassis 353LF, a Springfield Mayfair 
Town Car. Don't let anyone tell you that 
wealthy Americans preferred Derby 
cars to Springfield ones — all the 1920s 
Ghosts the Duke clan bought were 
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Springfields, when they could have had 
bought Derby itself if they had wanted 
to. When 353LF was bought it had been 
the most expensive Rolls-Royce model 
of all — $15,880 in an age when even 
a Cadillac cost only $4,400, and a 
ModelT Ford $260. It was the last word 
in one-upmanship: the chauffeur sat 
out in the rain while m’lady reposed on 
cushions in the closed rear compart- 
ment, behind silk blinds, communicat- 
ing with the outside world only via 
telephone to the chauffeur. 

353LF was not sold until after Mrs 
B.N’s death in the 1930s, when it went 
to their Charlotte, North Carolina 
neighbour Herbert J. Herbert, who 
manufactured Federal trucks. After the 
war it went to Charleston, South 
Carolina and Hillyer Rudesill, then to 
Coburn Benson of Concord, Massa- 
chusetts. Somewhere along the line it 
acquired a bullet hole in the right 
quarter window, obviously aimed (from 
outside) at whoever was in the back 
seat. I would love to know this story. 
Coburn Benson drove it as daily 
transport, and even to a R.R.O.C. Na- 
tional Meet or two — see a 1960 picture 
of it on page 78 of Arthur Soutter’s The 
American Rolls-Royce. He wrote to me 
about the large dent then in the right 
headlamp, just at chin height. It ap- 
pears that one day when he was crank- 
ing the car, it turned nasty and 
backfired, causing chin and lamp to 
exchange relative velocities. Another 
day it caught fire, which he promptly 
killed by revving the engine so that the 
fan blew the flames out. Who needs fire 
extinguishers? 

Finally, his “old lovely” just got too 
tired, so that in 1963 he drove it into 
his barn to cool off for thirty years or 
so. There it rusted in peace, with squir- 
rels hoarding seeds in the tool box and 
moths chomping away at the uphol- 
stery. It was a nice place to sit occas- 
ionally and contemplate infinity. 
Coburn’s friend Don Meyer discovered 
it there one day, amongst all the other 
detritus that barns seem to collect. 
Coburn did not want to sell it yet, 
however. Eventually, in 1993, the time 
came to dig it out, pump up the tyres, 
and push it out into the snow for some 
photographs, so that it could indeed be 
sold. Then it was advertised, but who 
wanted a right-hand drive, closed, 
heavy car that was, shall we say, rather 
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New timber for old in the rear quarter of the body. 


Before and after. Photograph from Mark Stidwell, coachbuilder, Adelaide. 


ae ae 


David working on the crankcase. On the bench are the cylinder 
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blocks (at the far end) and various items of engine plumbing. 


tired and forlorn, needing a full restor- 
ation? 


Meanwhile 


For thirty years we had always 
dreamed of finding a Silver Ghost that 
we could afford to buy, but regarded 
this — correctly, as it turned out — as 
a foolish dream. We had owned and 
restored a Twenty in the very early days 
of our South Australian Branch, but 
sadly sold it when David was trans- 
ferred to the country. By chance, in 
1994, he happened to be browsing 
through an overseas motoring mag- 
azine, and there, at last, appeared one 
that looked remotely affordable. 

Of course, the car would long ago 
have been snapped up, for such 
magazines take several weeks to reach 
us by sea mail. But after a few days of 
meditation we ‘phoned England 
anyway, waiting until 10 p.m. our time, 
when England would be at moming 
tea. Yes, the car was still for sale, but 
wait a couple more hours and then 
phone New York, for the car was in 
America. 

Then began a series of negotiations 
that led, firstly, to our having the car 
professionally appraised, and finally, to 
a 45-minute international phone call at 


around 6 a.m. Marilyn and Don Meyer 
tossed around exchange rates, sales 
taxes, freight and insurance in sterling 
and dollars until David’s head spun, 
but came up with a final figure. Thus 
to this day David, listening on the ex- 
tension phone, and making despairing 
efforts to follow what was going on, is 
still not clear what this figure was, 
except that it was one we could not 
quite afford. 

So we bought it. 

It arrived, complete with what is very 
probably its original mascot, in a sealed 
container on July Ist, 1994, and was 
opened in the presence of David Vinall 
and the late, dearly missed John Bull, 
representatives of the Club who had 
come along to see fair play. They 
probably did not believe in Ghosts 
either — especially ours. Then began 
the seeking of advice, the hearing of 
flatly contradictory opinions, and three 
months before we could bring oursel- 
ves to put a spanner on it. Pretty well 
everything needed doing — we had 
known that, but we were to find out, 
over the next six years, just how much 
this everything was. During this time 
there were minor distractions like 
Marilyn's continuing to work full-time, 
David's having to do three years penal 
servitude as President+Events Organ- 


Marilyn cleaning rust from the petrol tank. 


izer of the local R.R.O.C.A. Branch, 
extricate himself from his job into 
“retirement” (sick joke), help save the 
old Grand Organ in the Adelaide Town 
Hall from destruction, and restore a few 
ancient pianos for the National Trust 
that likewise had to be saved from 
being made into cocktail cabinets. 


The Restoration 


We believe in conservation rather 
than restoration, especially when such 
an original and nearly complete piece 
of history as this is under discussion. 
But mere conservation, sadly, was no 
longer an option, for there were a few 
minor details to consider. For instance, 
the engine was rusted and blocked, the 
wiring perished, the wings falling to 
pieces, and the trim in ruins. Water 
had got into the body frame over many 
years and rotted some of it, and the 
wheel spokes looked dodgy. The 
crankshaft had silted up, preventing oil 
from getting through, so that three 
bearings had run. Pistons no longer 
fitted the hourglass cylinders, worn 
with dust and muck because Ghosts 
don’t have luxuries like air cleaners. A 
stud from the slipper flywheel, whose 
fabric had long gone, had sheared and 
bent the camshaft gear teeth. Two 
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gudgeon pin retainers lay in the bottom 
of the sump; another was missing al- 
together. The rings were paper-thin. 
The exhaust system was diaphanous. 
The body had been over-painted 
brown, and this was now peeling, 
thoughtfully taking any original paint 
with it. The spring gaiters were rotten. 
The front seat leather had been 
replaced — twice — with truly tasteful 
orange-red, then black, vinyls, and red 
paint had been sprayed with abandon 
on various chassis parts. All the nickel 
silver had tarnished to a mud-brown 
thick coat that was virtually impossible 
to remove by hand. 

We suppose we could have pre- 
served the remains as a museum piece, 
like a sort of automotive Miss 
Havisham, cobwebs and all, but with 
all this beautiful historical evidence in 
front of us, a properly authentic restor- 
ation could hardly be messed up, even 
by us. Partly because we are not yet 
millionaires, partly because David 
loves to play with mechanical gadgets, 
and partly because we are curious, we 
decided to do as much as possible our- 
selves, and choose experts who would 
let David work alongside them where 
he could be of help, doing the donkey- 
work for them. This, of course, 
accounts for the imperfections. As time 
went on, he found that the biggest 
single item was carting components 
hither and yon, and chasing out-of- 
date materials down to their now rare 
sources. He seemed to spend as much 
time in the car as in the workshop. 

Briefly, the actual work done was as 
follows: clean and paint everything, 
without removing the body from the 
chassis in case we sprang some of its 
joints. Despite the rot in some frame 
members, which were replaced, the 
body was still essentially sound, and 
not to be unduly disturbed. Not remov- 
ing the body made life incredibly dif- 
ficult at times (try mating 5 B.A. nuts 
and washers to bolts on either side of 
the dash with the scuttle in the way), 
but the results have been worth it — 
there is not a rattle anywhere after 
seventy-five years in this formal closed 
body. All wiring had to be replaced, 
copying the original in all details, even 
to making replica terminals, and whip- 
ping the wires’ ends with cord. All 
electrical components were lovingly 
restored and set up by a wonderful old 
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craftsman, who very sadly died not long 
afterwards. How] wish he had still been 
here to see the fruits of his work — he 
lives on in the beautiful electrical detail 
of this car. 

The wings, exhaust system, tool and 
battery boxes were almost rusted away, 
but painstakingly rebuilt. The bumpers 
(a Springfield Ghost feature) were rust- 
pitted beyond repair, so that replicas 
had to be formed, polished and plated. 
The six (correct, amazingly) wheels 
were sand-blasted, respoked, 
straightened and painted, and new 
tyres of the correct 33 x 5 straight-sided 
type fitted. Only one wheel bearing 
needed replacing, but all four hub nuts 
(plated brass) had to be replaced with 
replicas, as the originals were 
butchered, cracking and unsafe. 
Brakes were relined with soft linings, 
including the handbrake shoes, since 
their cast-iron linings would no longer 
hold the car on a steep slope. King-pins 
had to be pressed out with a force of 25 
tonnes on a massive industrial press, 
and were remachined and rebushed so 
that the front end geometry could be 
restored. The steering worm and nut 
were tinned, white-metalled and hand- 
fitted, taking up the steering wheel 
slack. The axle spring bushes were an 
object lesson for all car owners: the car 
had been run for many thousands of 
miles with grease, but not oil, lubrica- 
tion, Zerk nipples having been fitted. 
Grease does not permeate where oil 
does, so that the bronze bushings be- 


David stripping the old paint from the 
coachwork. 


tween shackle pins and spring eyes had 
completely worn through, with pins 
running in the steel eyes. The noise 
when the car went over bumps must 
have sounded like Wagner’s gnomes 
forging The Ring. 

Gearbox and differential appeared 
perfect, and were merely flushed, care- 
fully inspected, refilled and left alone. 
But the engine had a few tiny problems. 
Marilyn scraped and collected a whole 


A glimpse of the finished car: the pristine engine. Everything is utterly correct and nothing 
is over-finished, with the result that the car retains an air of authenticity that is very pleasing 


to the eye. 


bucketful of rust from the water jack- 
ets. So rusted through were parts of 
these jackets that it was feared that 
replacement cylinder blocks would 
have to be bought, at enormous ex- 
pense. But an experienced cylinder 
head expert, a real local genius, 
decided he could braze things up, and 
did so brilliantly, saving the cylinder 
blocks. The brazing heat produced 
some distortion, of course, so that one 
cylinder had to be sleeved to bring it 
within the limits of the 30 thou rebore 
decided on for the cylinders. 30-thou 
oversize pistons from Ege in America 
(since this was an American car, we 
sourced much from there) were avail- 
able off the shelf at a compelling price, 
and were fitted. The carburetter was 
completely refitted and the jets aligned. 
There were many other refittings of 
sliding and rotating parts all over the 
chassis, particularly of the control 
linkages, so that everything now moves 
as beautifully as when new. 

Valves were stellited, guides 
replaced, and new springs fitted. The 
cam followers were noisy, and fully re- 
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stored. Tappets were refaced. The oil 
and water pumps were rebuilt. New fan 
blades were fitted, and the radiator 
back-flushed, soaked overnight in a 
vinegar+water solution to remove 
scale, flushed, neutralized with sodium 
bicarb and flushed until good flow 
resulted (only one leak so far, and this 
easily repaired). The two universal 
joints in the coupling between gearbox 
and engine were rebuilt. Getting the 1 
in 200 tapered driving pins (on crank 
and gearbox shaft-ends) out was, shall 
we say, interesting, for David had to 
make a much stronger puller than that 
which suffices for other cars. He 
pressed these pins back with liberal 
smearings of molygrease, so that the 
next poor disassembler would not find 
pins more or less grown into their 
housings. This was fortunate, as the 
next PD was he. 

While we are conservative, conser- 
vationist cranks, we are not funda- 
mentalist fools (or at least that is our 
contention). It is necessary to make the 
car safer in modern traffic, and to last 
approximately forever. 
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Therefore we wanted an oil filter, 
which is fitted under the frame where 
it does not spoil the view. Likewise an 
in-line petrol filter, and David is work- 
ing on air filtering. There is a water- 
filter sock at the entry into the radiator 
header tank, likewise discreet. We fit- 
ted a battery cut-out switch in the bat- 
tery box. There are Ray Pank-type 
water directors to keep exhaust valves 
cool so that they do not burn or their 
stems stick. These are important mod- 
ifications for a car that now has to cope 
with Autralian heat without a Colonial 
radiator. To this end we added the cor- 
rect sliding panels to the bonnet sides, 
an option in 1924. We also wanted turn 
indicators and stop/tail lamps, fash- 
ioning these from the miniature wing- 
lamps on contemporary Buicks, which 
exactly match the Haverhill (drum- 
type) head, side and tail lamps. A fire 
extinguisher (purely for looks, you 
understand) is strapped to the left 
instrument board support, out of sight 
but easily accessed. 


To be concluded 


353LF in all its sympathetically restored glory at this year's Federal Rally in Mount Gambier. Note the Haverhill (U.S.) drum-type head- and 
side-lamps, and added matching turn indicator lamps. The Allen radiator shutters were characteristic of Springfield Silver Ghosts. 


Above: H.R.H. Prince Michael of Kent (left) e SLES ee 
and David Jones with David's 1912 Silver pe ortare < ; 
Ghost (1997). 1, 


Prince Michael of §& 
Kent and 1997 


Honorary Life Member and Sir 
Henry Royce Foundation Chairman, 
David Jones, recently had the privilege 
of having lunch with H.R.H. Prince 
Michael of Kent at Government House 
in Melbourne, during the Australian 
Grand Prix. 

David says that His Royal Highness 
was most impressed with 1997, David's 
1912 Silver Ghost, and drove it beauti- 
fully. — M.1.B. 


Right: His Royal Highness at the wheel of 
1997. 
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Lionel & Berta Whitehead’s 1954 Silver Dawn Freestone Webb saloon (SOG48) at Portmahomack, Scotland. 


‘Flossie’ — my quest for perfection 


1954 Silver Dawn saloon by Freestone & Webb, chassis SOG48 


By Lionel Whitehead (U.K.) 


As well as being a member of the Rolls- 
Aoyce Enthusiasts’ Club in the U.K., Lionel 
Whitehead is a member of our Club (A.C. T. 
Branch) and was once a speaker at one of 
the Branch's monthly meetings. He also 
kindly arranged for the supply of illustra- 
tions and information for our last issue’s 
article on our mutual friend Polly Vacher's 
solo circumnavigation of the globe. He lives 
in retirement with his wife Berta in a remote 
comer of the lovely Highlands of Scotland. 


“Ceud mille failte”’ — a hundred 
thousand welcomes from the Scottish 
Highlands, where I am writing this 
epistle some 35 miles north of Inver- 
ness, overlooking the Moray Firth, ona 
beautiful sunny day in July. A few 
yards away, Flossie is having a quiet 
snooze, appreciating the pure Highland 
air and enjoying her well earned retire- 
ment after periods of residence else- 
where in the United Kingdom, in the 
United States, and in Australia 
(Sydney, to be precise). 

I started my training in the account- 
ancy profession all those decades ago, 
earning 2s. 6d. for a 48-hour week. 
Later, after qualifying, I worked for five 
years in Sierra Leone where I met Berta 
who was nursing at the University 


College. We married there in 1960. 
Little did we realise then, that after ten 
years of my retirement this very 
gracious lady, ‘Flossie’, would come 
and stay with us. 

For most of our 40 years of married 
life we have tried to buy British motor 
cars, having started in Freetown, Sierra 
Leone, with an Austin A35. We also 
used a long wheelbase Land Rover to 
visit most of the clients in the bush and 
jungles up country. The Land Rover’s 
exhaust pipe reached to the roof at the 
rear in order to ensure a safe crossing 
of some of the smaller crocodile- 
infested rivers that needed to be forded. 
Otherwise, for diamond mine clients, a 
Beaver single-engined aeroplane was 
used; a most pleasant flight in the dry 
season, but very hairy in the monsoon 
periods as the bush pilots flew below 
tree-top level in order to look out for 
illicit diamond mining! Our practice 
was the only firm of Chartered 
Accountants in Sierra Leone, and con- 
sequently the Inspector of Taxes would 
visit the partner or myself to discuss 
clients’ financial accounts. 

On retiring 14 years ago, we decided 
to purchase a Range Rover as we had 
been caravan enthusiasts for 38 years. 
Little did we realise that many years 
later Land Rover would be taken over 
by a German company whose name I 


cannot recall — oh, the joys of old age! 
When the change of ownership was 
announced we were visiting friends in 
north Staffordshire. During our stay 
there, not only were we able to test drive 
a Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit but also, at 
short notice, to have a conducted tour 
of the Rolls-Royce factory at Crewe, 
where we were stoutly assured by a 
very senior Company official that under 
no circumstances would the Company 
be sold to an overseas car manufac- 
turer. Oh for a crystal ball! 

On returning home a great deal of 
thought was given to how we should 
proceed in acquiring a Rolls-Royce, the 
main problem being that Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars were even more 
rare in the Highlands than sightings of 
live haggis! 

The following year we took the 
Range Rover and caravan to Norfolk 
and met a member of the R.R.E.C. who 
was spending his spare time starting to 
restore a Silver Cloud in the nearby 
farm barn. He was extremely kind and 
brought his Silver Shadow over to show 
us — a round trip of some 50 miles — 
together with many books on Rolls- 
Royce which he wanted us to read 
when we returned home. There are 
some really great members in this 
Club, and we have kept in touch ever 
since. 
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After joining the R.R.E.C. we at- 
tended our first Scottish Section meet- 
ing at Elgin in June 1996, when Stuart 
(the Section Chairman) & Joan Mc- 
Alpine made us very welcome. The pre- 
vious evening the Secretary Peter 
Kendrick, who was staying at our 
home, gave us a great deal of practical 
advice including purchase of the excel- 
lent book The Rolls-Royce Motor Car by 
Anthony Bird & Ian Hallows. This, 
together with acquiring the marvellous 
R.IE.C, Round Britain Rally 1994, 
really enabled us to appreciate how 
well these wonderful motor cars could 
cope with all kinds of terrain and 
weather conditions. We owe a deep 
debt of gratitude to the late Brian Wig- 
gins who suggested and organised the 
90th Anniversary Rally to celebrate the 
foundation of Rolls-Royce. Further 
visits to Crewe were made, together 
with attending Hunt House seminars 
on the Silver Shadow and Silver 
Spirit/Spur, before we asked a very 
good friend who had various models, 
including a Silver Ghost, a Silver Cloud 
III and a Silver Shadow, to look for a 
suitable motor car. 

In September 1996, on our way 
northwards with the caravan, we 
stayed for a while at a lovely farm on 
the outskirts of Duns, and joined the 
Scottish Section for its meeting at 
‘Manderston’, the country home of Lord 
& Lady Palmer, where we met Gilbert 
Cairns, who kindly took us out in his 
Silver Wraith II, and Alex Watson, who 
informed us that he used to have a 
Silver Shadow until changing it for a 
beautiful (long boot, automatic) Silver 
Dawn. Alex & Hetty then took us 
around the grounds in their car and, 
without realising it, an idea was start- 
ing to gather momentum. The signal 
was in November 1996 when our friend 
in Lancaster telephoned to inform us 
that he had found “the ideal car” for us, 
and no it was not a modern car but did 
have an automatic gearbox. Further- 
more, we may perhaps never get 
another opportunity to acquire such a 
rare coachbuilt motor car — one of only 
five of this body design built on the 
Silver Dawn chassis. 

So after attending the Scottish Sec- 
tion A.G.M. in early December, we 
travelled south. My first test drive, in 
very poor weather conditions on 
country lanes with no outside rear-view 
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mirrors and no seat-belts, was rather 
disappointing. (Many years in teaching 
hospitals in the 1960s had taught that 
safety was of paramount importance. 
Consequently front and rear seat-belts 
were fitted to all our cars long before 
legislation made them a requirement.) 
The following day, taking the car 
through the narrow side streets of Lan- 
caster in driving rain and sleet was no 
particular joy, and by the time Berta 
took over the wheel later that morning 
I had come to the conclusion that the 
car was not suitable. However, over 
lunch with friends I quietly listened to 
Berta’s enthusiastic remarks about the 
car and decided to have one last test 
drive, even though the driver’s seat was 
not comfortable for me. By trying the 
car on the A6 towards Kendall in the 
Lake District I began to see its poten- 
tial, while realising that a long court- 
ship might be required. 

The colours of the coachwork are 
black over maroon with scarlet interior. 
Before the car was delivered to us, our 
friend in Lancashire had the bumpers 
rechromed and additional turn indi- 
cator lamps placed front and rear, 
together with a rear parcels shelf brake 
light for safety. Subsequently we 
changed the cross-ply tyres to radials 
and have seen a great improvement in 
the steering — much lighter, much 
easier to park and no ‘tramlining’. In 
1996 Roger Southem, the then owner, 
prepared the car for the R.R.E.C. An- 
nual Rally at Althorp, where it won the 
Appleyard Rippon Trophy and 
Elegance in Class. Roger and his father 
came and stayed with us a little later 
and it was then that we discovered that 
they had called the car ‘Flossie’ in 
remembrance of Roger's late mother. 
We decided to cherish the name, as we 
could not have met two nicer people. 

One of the most rewarding factors 
has been the great amount of help and 
support we have received in trying to 
trace the history of this car. All we knew 
at first was that the previous owner was 
resident in Texas, and owned many 
Rolls-Royce motor cars, but after its 
extensive overhaul and restoration by 
P. & A. Wood and S.C. Gordon he kept 
the car on the Isle of Man, with the late 
Stanley Barraclough who was a per- 
sonal friend. Peter Baines, General 
Secretary of the R.R.E.C., remembers 
the car well, having driven it on a visit 


The Author, near Bonar Bridge, Scotland, 
June 2000. 1913 Silver Ghost 2651 behind. 


to the Isle of Man, and he kindly put me 
in touch with Lawrence Dalton. Laurie 
was most helpful and supportive in my 
quest to discover the history of Frees- 
tone & Webb, the car's coachbuilder, 
and was able to give me the name of the 
former Assistant Manager there (who 
subsequently became Manager at 
Harold Radford Ltd), but warned that 
he might not be still alive. I managed 
eventually to trace Mr Joseph Knott, 
who was by then living in East Anglia. 
He informed me that he was in his 
mid-eighties, and asked when we 
would like to come and see him. Need- 
less to say, we quickly packed the 
caravan and arrived a few days later 


SOG48: at home in Scotland with the Van 
Royce caravan behind. 


<a 


SOG48, showing the graceful, flowing lines of the Freestone & Webb design number 3163 
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coachwork. Note the special bumpers fitted by this coachbuilder, with built-in number plate. 


(we old accountants can still move 
quickly when the situation so 
demands!). We were able to film Joe 
and his lovely wife Irene over two 
delightful afternoons in their home, 
and later at our caravan (a Van Royce, 
of course!). Joe’s recollections of coach- 
building from the 1930s onwards were 
fascinating, and copies of the video 
tape were sent to the Sir Henry Royce 
Memorial Foundation in England and 
to the Sir Henry Royce Foundation 
Australia. 

When A.J. Webb died in 1955 the 
firm was sold to H.R. Owen Ltd, the 
Berkeley Square, London Rolis-Royce 
& Bentley retailers. Joe was able to 
recall the Managing Director of the 
company, and eventually I was able to 
trace him. Just over a year later he 
kindly sent me a whole series of 
photographs, taken possibly in 1956. A 
very old friend in Lancashire kindly 
spent a great deal of time producing a 
series of enlargements. In due course 
these were sent to the two gentlemen 
mentioned earlier (over the years our 
friendship has blossomed), to the 
Foundation in England and the Editor 
of PRAECLARUM who used them in an 
excellent article on Freestone & Webb 
in PRAECLARUM 1-98. In due course 
these are to be mounted and donated 
to the Sir Henry Royce Foundation 
Australia. 

We had another rare stroke of luck 
when Peter Baines kindly published my 
plea for some history on ‘Flossie’ in the 
R.R.E.C. Bulletin. A former owner who 
was a medical consultant purchased 
the car when he was working in Sydney 


and on retirement made arrangements 
to bring it back to the U.K. Over a 
period of two years we have received 
many records on the car, including the 
shipping documents from London to 
the United States (the London owner 
having moved to Vermont before 
relocating to Sydney). The original 
registration logbook was also sent to us 
to examine and return, so that was 
fully recorded on the camcorder in 
addition to being professionally photo- 
graphed. This gentleman and his wife 
and daughter have now become good 
friends, and ‘Flossie’ has brought us so 
much happiness. 

The first owner of our car was a Mr 
Carruthers, who lived near Bath. With 
the support of the R.R.E.C. and of a 
most enthusiastic member of the 
Vehicle Licensing Authority in 
Inverness we were able to have the 
original registration number EFB900 
reinstated. 

Of the other four Silver Dawns 
produced with this coachwork style I 
have now traced two; the first is in 
Hollywood, the other also near Los 
Angeles, but neither owner is in the 
R.R.O.C. The latter owner has corres- 
ponded. It appears he bought his car 
(chassis STH53) in 1955 in London 
while working on a film in England. Mr 
Richard Ney immediately fell in love 
with the car and made arrangements to 
have it shipped to New York. He has 
never considered buying another car, 
and his chauffeur uses it every day. 
Sadly, he has not kept any sales litera- 
ture or financial documents, so I am 
still searching and remain hopeful that 
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some of these documents may yet 
emerge in the fullness of time. 

During the last year an Italian re- 
searcher who is actively working with 
author/publisher Berard King has 
twice been in touch and has sent me 
photographs of the specifications and 
price lists of the later, similar Freestone 
& Webb design on the Silver Cloud 
chassis. Apparently he had purchased 
a piece of furniture at an auction in 
Italy and these documents were tucked 
away in a dusty drawer. Hope springs 
eternal! 

Members of the Scottish Section to 
whom we are deeply indebted include 
the late Jim Wardlaw for all his advice 
and help so readily given. Over the 
years Stuart McAlpine, Alex Watson 
and Gilbert Cairns have been extremely 
supportive, which is a great comfort 
when living in such a remote area of 
Scotland. Also, in England Alan Hobbs, 
a director of S.C. Gordon Ltd at Luton 
has been extremely helpful, and it isa 
great pleasure to visit this official Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley coachbuilding firm 
and view the wonderful restoration 
work carried out there. 

‘Flossie’ was featured in the October 
1998 edition of Automobile magazine, 
and in Bernard King’s book The Rolls- 
Royce Silver Dawn and Silver Wraith 
(Complete Classics No. 3, 1998) and in 
the splendid Second Edition of Martin 
Bennett's Rolls-Royce and Bentley: the 
Crewe Years (Haynes, 2000). 

Neither Berta nor myself consider 
ourselves owners of this car, but merely 
‘trustees’. Nevertheless, some time 
after we had obtained the original reg- 
istration, I awoke in the middle of the 
night in a friend’s home near St. 
Andrews in the Kingdom of Fife, having 
had a flash of inspiration: ‘EFB’ stands 
for Especially For Berta! Perhaps the 
gentleman from Israel who greatly ad- 
mired our car during the 1997 Scottish 
Section Rally at the Loch Ness Monster 
Centre at Drumnadrochit, and who 
kept increasing his offer to buy her, 
until he finally reached £500,000, 
would understand ... I still could not be 
tempted as ‘Flossie’ is Especially For 
Berta! 

Perhaps ‘Nessie’, passing quietly by 
on the nearby Loch, would have had a 
good chuckle! 


Photographs by the Editor 
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Fitting a fuel pump changeover 
switch to early post-war cars 
— more details applicable to the Bentley Mk VI 


By Geoff Down (Vic.) 


In P.5-00 was an interesting article by 
the redoubtable Greg Johnston on the sub- 
ject of his newly-acquired Bentley Mk VI, 
B365GT. Like many of these motor cars, 
B365GT has a number of individual fea- 
tures, including the three-position petrol 
pump switch. This switch was a standard 
fitting on pre-war cars but was discontinued 
with the introduction of the Silver Wraith, 
Bentley Mk VI and Silver Dawn. 

In the Technical section of same issue, 


switch to operate simultaneously when the 
ignition is switched on. 

Many owners have expressed a 
preference for the three-way switch sys- 
tem, to which they have become accus- 
tomed as owners of pre-war Bentley cars. 
This allows the separate operation of each 
pump in order that a periodic check can be 
made to ensure that both pumps are work- 
ing satisfactorily. A three-way switch is now 
specified for this purpose and may be of- 
fered to owners as a chargeable improve- 
ment. 

The following illustrations show the 


Fig. 1. Drilling instructions for fascia panel. 


switch fitted to the fascia. 

The switch position shown is recom- 
mended to conform with the fascia layout 
of the Bentley Mk VI standard saloon. 

It would be interesting to know just how 
many of these switches were fitted to post- 
war Cars. 


bal 
\ Lower Eooe Or Fac, 


immediately following Greg's article, Martin 
Bennett further explained the use and fitting 
of this switch, reproducing the main text and 
illustrations of a 1949 Service Bulletin. 
These illustrations show how to fit the 
switch to the fascia of a Silver Wraith. How- 
ever, because the fascia of a Bentley stand- 
ard steel saloon is somewhat different, the 
method of determining the position of the 
switch is not the same. 

Below are the introductory paragraphs, 
together with the illustrations, showing the 
fitting of the switch to a Bentley Mk VI, taken 
from Service Bulletin BB.68. The main body 
of the text of this Bulletin is the same as that 
for the Silver Wraith (refer to Martin’s article 
in P.5-00, p.3620). 


Petrol pump testing switch 


The Bentley Mk V1 is fitted with tandem 
petrol pumps controlled by the ignition 


Fig. 2. The fuel pump changeover switch in position on the instrument panel of a Bentley 
Mk VI standard steel! saloon. 


2004 Federal Rally 
Post-Rally Tour through India 


The proposed ‘TWE’ tour through India, the Middle 
East and Europe to the U.K., after the 2004 Aust- 
ralian Federal Rally in Victoria is not proceeding as 


the numbers booked by the end of 2000 just fell short 
of the minimum required. 

All participants who booked were advised imme- 
diately, and some interest has been shown by some 
of those who had booked in organising their own tour 
of India with assistance from a professional Indian 
tour guide experienced in organising car tours of 


India and in conjunction with the active Veteran and 
Classic Car Club of India. This is planned to visit the 
major sites of interest in India, including the Taj 
Mahal, and to last for about two weeks. There will be 
a maximum of 25 cars, and already a number of 
people have expressed serious interest. 

For more information please contact Peter Lind in 
the United States by Email at bonpete@earthlink.net 
or by FAX on +1-707-967-0626. 

Robin Hickman 


The Rolls-Royce 


PHANTOM II & PHANTOM ti 


bees 
(Complete 
Classics 
Publication 


Nick Whitaker & Steve Stuckey 


‘The Rolls-Royce Phantom Il & Phantom 
HP by Nick Whitaker & Steve Stuckey. Pub- 
lished by Complete Classics, Coulsdon, 
England. Complete Classics No. 5. 392 
pages, over 230 illustrations. Available from 
Steve Stuckey, P.O. Box 133, Jamison, 
A.C.T. 2614, or e-mail steves@naa.gov.au 
$70 including postage & packing. 


Reviewed by Roger Thiedeman 


“When you're on a good thing, stick to it” 
is an advertising slogan for a brand of fly 
spray. That philosophy has evidently been 
embraced by those responsible for the 
Complete Classics publications. Except 
they've gone a step further by improving on 
a good thing. Number 5 in the series boasts 
hard covers and stout binding. Very sens- 
ible, considering that the books were 
originally purported to be ‘spotters guides’, 
easily stored in a car's glovebox, for handy 
use at club rallies and the like. 

Of course, anyone familiar with the 
preceding volumes (all reviewed in past 
issues of PRAECLARUM) would know that 
these Complete Classics books have value 
and usefulness beyond that of a mere ‘quick 
reference guide’. Although compactin size, 
they are comprehensive reference works 
on each of the Rolls-Royce or Bentley types 
featured. And this latest offering is no ex- 
ception. It brings a fresh perspective to the 
series by introducing two ne’s' authors. That 
one of them is R.R.O.C.A. member Steve 
Stuckey should be a source of satisfaction 
to PRAECLARUM readers. His knowledge 
of, and interest in, the Phantom Ill is without 
question, and it certainly comes to the fore 
in this delightful book. 

By way of digression, | share Steve 
Stuckey's high regard for the PIII. Having 
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had the privilege and pleasure of driving 
Freestone & Webb limousine 3DL154 — 
when it belonged to the late, lamented John 
Altmann — | heartily concur with Steve's 
assertion that the Phantom III is “truly ‘The 
Best Car in the World’”. In the Preface, the 
joint authors defend their decision to lump 
Phantoms II and Ill in the one book. Their 
explanation is not necessary, because the 
combination is justifiable. Production fig- 
ures aside, the Phantom III, although vastly 
dissimilar in technical specifications to the 
Pll, was not only the last of the pre-war 
Phantoms, but a logical successor to its 
more prolific (by Rolls-Royce standards at 
least!) six-cylinder 40/50 h.p. ‘cousin’. A 
nice link between the two types is a table 
(compiled by Stuckey), running to eight 
pages, that lists the many owners who 
bought examples of both Phantom models. 
One such was Sir John Leigh, the original 
owner of 3DL154 mentioned above, who 
owned three other Pills and no fewer than 
nine Plis. 

As with previous Complete Classics 
volumes, separate chapters offer advice to 
prospective purchasers of the two subject 
types. One of the better examples in the 
series so far is this book’s sage but enter- 
taining essay by Mark Tuttle, Chairman of 
the Phantom III Technical Society. He dis- 
pels myths that might have dissuaded timid 
buyers — denying that a PIll’s cooling 
system, or camshaft and valve train noise, 
should be obstacles to happiness — but 
warns the finicky that a Phantom III in flaw- 
less mechanical condition “is fine as a fan- 
tasy, but finding it is in the frog's hair 
category”. 

The joint authors’ discourse on the 
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Phantom || Continental draws on Raymond 
Gentile’s eponymous book (published by 
Dalton Watson, 1980). In doing so, how- 
ever, Whitaker and Stuckey have 
unfortunately — and unwittingly — per- 
petuated an error that crept into Gentile’s 
otherwise excellent tome. Soon after that 
book was released, this reviewer noticed an 
apparent discrepancy. It seemed that Mr 
Gentile had included chassis 25TA in his 
‘definitive’ list of Continental Phantom Ils, 
despite having taken pains earlier in the 
book — not once but twice — to discount 
that car as a Continental because of its 
150-inch-wheelbase chassis. When | 
queried Ray Gentile on that point, he 
replied: “I must confess that | apparently 
goofed ... 25-TA [sic] is in fact a LWB 
chassis with Continental features [Gentile's 
emphasis] and should be excluded from the 
list in the appendix. This then obviously 
reduces the total number of Continentals to 
280 from 281.” 

Pagination of the Whitaker/Stuckey 
book also teaves something to be desired. 
Several pages of photographs of Phantom 
lls precede the Phantom II chassis register, 
which is immediately followed by the 
register of Phantom Ills. Then, more 
Phantom |] pictures lead into (without a 
break) the Phantom Ill pictorial collection. 
In the twin interests of consistency and 
uniformity, it would have been better to 
arrange the sections thus: Pl! photos fcl- 
lowed by the Pll register; then Pill photos 
followed by the PIll register. But that spot of 
untidiness should in no way detract from 
enjoyment of what is another worthy addi- 
tion to the Complete Classics range of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley publications. 


FromThe Rolls-Royce Phantom II & Phantom III: ‘36 Phantom III H.J. Mulliner saloon (3AZ48) 


i 


being handed over by Mr Jack Barclay (right) to dance band leader Roy Fox and Mrs Fox. 


Ry Shere . 
Kithyerw wr 
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The best car in the world? 


| have read with interest the continuing 
saga of what has happened to Rolls-Royce 
Motors Ltd and the future of the Rolls- 
Royce product — where it will be built, who 
will build it, the traditional Rolls-Royce con- 
tent, etc., etc. 

It would have been desirable in my view 
if the Blair government could have become 
involved in the sale process organised by 
Vickers. Perhaps this would have been too 
much to hope for, for political and ideologi- 
cal reasons. A socialist government would 
be reluctant to be seen as a supporter of an 
organisation catering for what many would 
see as an elite customer base. But the 
stakes were very high — Rolls-Royce is or 
was an icon of British engineering exper- 
tise. To throw this engineering edge to 
another country — paradoxically one 
whose demise in World War II was material- 
ly assisted by Rolls-Royce aero engines — 
must amount to a blunder of considerable 
significance. One would have imagined that 
having totally lost the motor car industry to 
foreign ownership and the motor cycle in- 
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Cars For Sale 


be 


1911 Silver Ghost (1524) Brougham coach- 
work. See article and colour photograph in 
PRAECLARUM 6-00. This historically and 
mechanically important Rolls-Royce may be 
inspected by appointment. $450,000. 
Charles Wright. Enquires to 08-8296-7489 


1938 Phantom Ill (3DL14) Rippon Bros. 7- 
seater limousine with division. Burgundy and 
black. Roger Fry restored. Strong and exten- 
sively rebuilt original V-12 engine. Brilliant 
rally/touring car. $105,000. Julian Walter 
0418-91-3914 
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dustry completely, someone in government 
would have been aware of the consequen- 
ces of foreign ownership and taken steps to 
prevent it. 

There are many ways in which such a 
course of action could have been effected, 
particularly as socialist governments the 
world over do not seem reluctant, and 
sometimes even seem pleased, to direct 
and discipline privately owned enterprises 
when it suits them. 

However, this scenario did notoccur and 
despite all the protest, media activity and 
concern amongst enthusiasts, in 2003 
BMW will produce the new Rolls-Royce. | 
may be a little biased about the Bavarian 
Motor Works but one thing is certain— they 
will reaily produce ‘the best car in the world’. 


Jim Kelso, 
Honorary Life Member, 
New South Wales 


Editor’s note: As Jim points out, the Blair 
government was ideologically unlikely to 
intervene in the loss of Rolls-Royce Motor 


Cars Lid. However, Rolls-Royce Pic, the 
aero engine company, could have bought 
the car company from Vickers but chose not 
to. The tragedy is that eighteen months later 
Rolls-Royce Pic acquired the whole of 
Vickers, but too late because Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd had already been disposed 
of to VW and the bizarre deal to split off the 
Rolls-Royce marque to BMW had already 
been made. Whilst it is therefore true that 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd is now foreign 
owned, Rolls-Royce is still “an icon of 
British engineering expertise”, for the 
simple reason that Rolls-Royce Pic is still 
British, and is fifteen times the size of, and 
far more technologically important than, the 
car company. On the wholly subjective 
issue of ‘the best car in the world’, the 
quality of the future BMW “Rolls-Royce” has 
never been queried in these pages. Both ! 
and other members contributing to the 
debate have consistently agreed that the 
BMW product will be very good. But nobody 
has yet been able to explain what will link it 
to genuine Rolls-Royce cars, other than the 
proud name it carries. — M.1.B. 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1929 Phantom Il (120XJ) Jackson, Jones & 
Collins limousine. Well preserved example of 
Australian coachwork commissioned by 
Capt. Patrick of the Patrick Steamship Co. 
New cylinder head fitted 1993. For colour 
photographs please see dust-jacket of Rolis- 
Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country 
and the last two Federal Rally editions of 
PRAECLARUM. Full history. $105,000. David 
Neely 02-9747-2973 


1950 Silver Dawn (SBA52) Navy blue. 
immaculate condition. Garraged in Wagga 
Wagga. $35,000 o.n.o. Robyn Smith 
02-9949-1063 


1953 Bentley R-type (B453SP) Siiver grey. 
Big bore, big boot model with manual gear- 
box. Sunshine roof. Stainless steel twin 
exhausts. New radiator. All tools and books. 
Registered and insured. $30,000. Keith 
Genders 08-8323-7791 (‘phone & FAX) 


Cars For Sale 


1935 Bentley 31% Litre (B14FB) Thrupp & 
Maberly saloon. Full engine, gearbox, clutch, 
one-shot and wiring rebuild 2,000 miles ago. 
As-new Michelin tyres, new carpets, headlin- 
ing, etc. Present owner 22 years. Excellent 
condition throughout. Registered 6-767 
(Vic.). $80,000. Richard Bowen 
03-9859-9468 (h) or 041 1-37-5946 


1936 Phantom Ill (8AZ30) James Young 
sedanca de ville. Blue over blue. Body-off 
restoration and engine overhaul some years 
ago. Original chassis erection sheets and 
service records, history and handbook. Very 
original and in fine condition. Featured in 
Those Elegant Rolls-Royce by Dalton, p. 260. 
$150,000. Nick Robertson 07-5539-8039. 
nickrobertson@optus net.com.au 
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1955 Bentley $1 (B364AN) Roger Fry 
drophead Coupé. Australian delivery. 
Recently repainted. Body, mechanicals and 
interior trim excellent. Air conditioning, power 
steering, hydraulic hood. Extras include 
Radford-type boot picnic table and seats. 
Well known and well maintained Club car. 
$165,000. John Matheson 02-9388-8001 or 
0402-99-1918 


1956 Bentley S1 (B419AP) Sand over Sable. 
Automatic, air conditioning. regularly main- 
tained. Excellent driving condition. $30,000 
neg. Brad Ferguson 0412-06-2782 (mobile) 
07-3268-3535 (h) 
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1960 Silver Cloud Il (SWC324) Engine and 
transmission completely rebuilt, brakes 
reconditioned. All tools and books, too much 
to list. Superb Club car. $49,000 o.n.o. Paul 
Charlesworth 07-5478-6486 


1968 Silver Shadow (SRH5599) Estate Car. 
Stretched rear section with huge boot. 
108,000 miles, believed genuine. Three- 
speed automatic. Heavy-duty rear springs. 
Mechanicals and paint very good. Leather 
will last a few years only. Great family 
transport and Club car. $49,000. John 


Matheson 02-9388-8001 or 0402-99-1918 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
Genied further use of this space. Ads for cars 
for sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads may be edited to optimise 
use of available space and to conform to a 
standard format, and may be rejected at the 
discretion of the Editor without discussion. 
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Cars For Sale 
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1971 Corniche (CRH10266) Mulliner Park 
Ward two-door saloon. Dark grey metallic, red 
leather upholstery. Mechanicals and interior 
good, paintwork fair. New shock absorbers 
front and rear. 12 months (N.S.W.) registra- 
tion. Cared for by John Vawser Motors. Drives 
very well. A nice gentleman's sports motor 
car. $35,000 neg. Noe! Grinter 02-97 18-4690 


1972 Corniche (DRH12233) Mulliner Park 
Ward Convertible. Caribbean Biue over Mid- 
night Blue, cream upholstery and hood. Win- 
ner of Silver Shadow Trophy, 1996 Federal 
Rally. Very carefully maintained both 
mechanically and cosmetically since. Ser- 
viced by Vawser Sydney and more recently 
by Sparks Brisbane. Owned by me since 
1994. Extensive documented work carried 
out to bring up to current high standard. 
Lightly but regularly used. $89,000 neg. 
Roger Gibson 07-5526-4663 


S3 


1974 Silver Shadow (SRH19405) Caribbean 
Blue with excellent magnolia leather and blue 
carpets edged with magnolia. Very good con- 
dition, drives superbly. Original! tools and 
handbook, new tyres. Registered (N.S.W.) 
until December. $29,500. Bryce Ronning 
02-482 1-4388 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or 
colour prints showing the lines of the carare 
acceptable. ‘Front-on’ shots cannot be 
used. For photo return, please include s.a.e. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ‘Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140 E-mail: editor@rroc.org.au 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


Cars For Sale 


oo oe a oss eee, 
1976 Silver Shadow (SRH25267) ivory with 
brown interior, with seats and rear floor 
sheep-skin covered. Very good provenance, 
having been owned new by Sir Leon Trout. 
Current third owner. Comprehensively main- 
tained by Barry Sparks, Brisbane. Originai 
tools and handbook. Stainless steel exhaust. 
Avon tyres. 130,000 km. Nothing to spend. 
$38,500. John Rodgers 07-5491-5298 
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1977 Corniche (DRH25465) Mulliner Park 
Ward Convertible. Walnut with Champagne 
interior and new black hood. Present owner 
ten years. Registered PARKER (N.T.). 
$85,000. Robert Parker 08-8983-3095 
(‘phone & FAX) 


1989 Silver Spur (ANK26863) N.S.W. ex- 
Vice Regal car. Fully maintained, full service 
history. All extras including flag masts. 
108,000 km. Excellent condition. $120,000. 
John Matheson 02-9388-8001 or 
0402-99-1918 


1996 Bentley Turbo RL (BRV59094) Mid- 
night Blue metallic, magnolia hides piped 
dark blue and blue fascia top roll. Last in 
series, 42,500 km. Walnut woodwork, picnic 
tables, crystal/silver decanter sets behind 
seats. Australian compliance, purchased 
from and serviced by P. & A. Wood in the U.K. 
since new and where the car is currently 
stored. Exquisite and complete condition. 
£Stg70,000. Dick Erskine Email: 
frerskin@bechtel.com 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. 
Non-members are charged $15.00 for a 
non-commercial ad of reasonable length. 
Trade ads accepted at commercial rates. 
Photographs inciuded free of charge to non- 
trade members, $15.00 for others. Where 
applicable, cheques made payable to 
R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 
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1991 Bentley Turbo R (BRM35059) Mush- 
room with mushroom interior. Verified Crewe 
factory car updated by the factory to 1994 
specification. $125,000. Maurice Brockwell 
08-9274-6598 


Parts For Sale 


Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Rolls-Royce & Bentley of Sydney 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Oil, air and petrol filters at discount prices. 
Crosland ‘Best of British’ filters (as supplied 
to Rolls-Royce) for Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
cars 1947 onwards. For example: oil filter for 
‘65-’76 models, $16.25 including GST. 
Degun Pty Ltd 02-6032-9966, mobile: 
0409-85-8438 or FAX 02-6032-9849 


5 x steel road wheels and 4 x wheel trims to 
fit Bentley Mulsanne. Open to offers. lan 
Hodgson 02-6368-2841 


Silver Cloud II, Silver Cloud ill, S2 or S3 
actuator motor for heater/demister system, 
Lucas part number 2.G.M., new, $75. Martin 
Bennett 02-4829-7 140 (‘phone and FAX) 


Bentley/Rolls-Royce 6,750 c.c. V-8 engine 
number 13755, excellent compressions, not 
overheated, hear running, and Turbo 400 
automatic transmission with actuator, in very 
good condition, $8,500 the pair. 1972 Silver 
Shadow grille, complete with mascot, $3,500. 


1972 slotted Bentley T hubcaps, $400 each. - 


Many other parts. Kevin London 
07-3252-3252 
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Parts For Sale 


2 x P.80 headlamps without reflector tripods, 
good condition, $400 pair. Lucas vacuum 
wiper motor to suit Silver Ghost, 6" x 114" 
diameter approximately. Full-width (40°) 
footrest, padded, Barker-style, chrome finish, 
to suit limousine, brand new, $250. Another 
similar, gold plated, brand new, $350. R.A.C. 
(Associate) car badge, brass, 4° diameter, 
$250. John Smith 03-9763-7401 (w) or FAX 
03-9763-2577 (w) or 03-9755-3270 (h) 


Picnic sets, one believed 1920s or early '30s, 
the other 1940s or ‘50s, both very impressive 
and in excellent condition. Fiona Forbes 
03-9593-1455 or FAX 03-9696-2996 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: Anaconda horn, complete, brass fin- 
ish preferred. John Smith 03-9763-7401 (w) 
or FAX 03-9763-2577 (w) or 03-9755-3270 (h) 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: Marchal post-mounted headlamps 
with glass tell-tale on top and tripod-style 
mounted lens to suit 1935 Bentley 3% Litre. 
Julian Walter 0418-91-3914 


Wanted for 1925 Phantom I: any small tools 
and up to six Ace wheel discs with fittings for 
19" wheels. Paul Hesse 02-9545-4694 or FAX 
02-9542-1305 


Literature Wanted 


Wanted: good clean copy of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley Experimental Cars by lan Rimmer. 
David Thurlow 02-4889-4288 


Wanted: back issues of PRAECLARUM, back 
to page 1 of current format (December 1974). 
Details, and price expected, to Steve Stuckey 
02-6259-1799 or Email: steves@naa.gov.au 


Services 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


SAVE $400’S 


VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 


VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 


we'll take as much care of 
your Rolls Royce or Bentley 
as you do! 


¢ Agreed Value 


EWERY YEARS 


Install a Fuelstar Catalyst 
Benefits all cars, use unleaded petrol 
5 year/1,000,000ks structured guarantee 


Tel.08 8234 5600, Fax.08 8234 5607 


¢ Competitive Premiums 
¢ Retention of Wreck 


¢ Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
388 George Street Sydney 2000 


2) 


State Winner - Small Busines: 
“MTA Improvement in Safety Award” 


Tom Johnston Motors Pty Ltd 
13 Stirling St. Thebarton SA 5031 


2000 


WorkCover Corporation 


SAFETY AWARDS 
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Nowsne Vannes rs Display Advertising 
Best Kept Secret P-S-S-S-T x If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
of 30 Years , Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car 
Revealea!! / 4s - for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a display 
advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s national 
magazine that goes to all members of all Branches of the 
Te A anudler Club Australia-wide, as well as to members and subscribers 

Ong INC in a number of other countries. 

2028 Cotner Avenue Your advertisement may be submitted on computer disc 


Los Angeles, California 90025 USA or in camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid out to 
: your requirements on the Club’s computer system as a free 


Tel. 310-473-7773 service. Compare these highly competitive and economical 


Fax 3 | 0-479- T ] 97 GST-inclusive rates (colour extra): 


5 Size: Cost per Issue: 
World’s most complete stock of Full Page - $45} 


used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. Half Page - $253 
Quarter Page - $143 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately available, and atreasonable prices, To enquire or book space, please contact: 


Knowledgeable assistance and Martin Bennett, 
personal service always. ‘Arcadia’, 
nd drivable RHD 177 Old South Road, 
¢ Restoration candidates a rivable ¥ 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. Yarra via Goulburn, 
¢ UPS, Alr and Mall Shipments Dally. New South Wales 2580 


* Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. ’Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 


ACHIEVE PERFECTION! 


Choose Lmarr custom wheel discs for that “classic look.” 


Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic car Rolls Royce, Talbot, Voisin, and we can custom produce 


with Lmarr discs. discs for almost any car. 

The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: We fit wheel sizes 15” to 23”, and can also fit to some 15” 
e eliminates the lengthy cleaning process and 16” bolt on steel wheels. 
e helps protect the chassis and brake mechanism 
¢ comes with everything needed for installation. LMARR DISK LT D, 

Over 55 discs available in stock such as: Alfa, Bentley, P 0 Box 9I0, Glen Elfen, CA 95442 -O910 USA 

Cord, Delage, Delahaye, Early Ford (wire wheel), Issoti- Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 


Fraschini, Jaguar, Hispano-Suiza, Lagonda, Lincoln, E-Mail: Imarr @ attglobal.net; Website: www.imarr.com 


2-01 


Victoria (03) 9584 7266 


Tasmania (03) 6236 9090 
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If you love your classic 
vehicle we've got the insurance. 


%, 


Shannons Insurance has been 
insuring vintage, veteran, and classic 


vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has 
developed a great insurance package at a 
| very competitive price. 


Agreed value means agreed value. 

If the car is a total loss you will receive 

the full sum insured. 

You have the option to choose your own 
repairer, 

Lifetime guarantee on repairs. 

In the event of total loss you will have 
automatic retention of the wreck, depending 
on the policy. 

No blame excess. 

Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or 
repaired. 

Free windscreen one per year without excess. 
Personal belongings and tools up to the value 


of $400. 


Ring Shannons for a 
free quote today ! 


Royal and Sun Alliance Insurance Australia limited ACN 005 297 807 Trading as Shannons Insurance 

New South Wales (02) 9460 6344 Northern Territory 1800 653 996 
Queensland (07) 3255 6355 South Australia (08) 8294 9000 Western Australia (08) 9479 3555 
Country callers Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 


Internet: www.shannons.com.au Email: shannons@shannonsinsurance.com.au 


Suspension pivots, 
Silver Cloud/S 


ge 


eo 


“i ak il, 


Shock absorbers, springs, 
Silver Shadow/Spirit 


4 


Bearing pin repair bushes 


= — 
= i 


= 


Brake drums, 
Silver Cloud/S 


Phone: (03) 9720 3997 


BEST 
MECHANICAL 


AND 


ONE OF 


WHEN YOU WANT THE 


SERVICE-REPAIRS 


MANUFACTURED PARTS 


R. A. Chapman Automotive Pty Ltd 


Front suspension fulcrum brackets, 
Silver Cloud/S 


MELBOURNE’S LARGEST INDEPENDENT POST-WAR ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY SPECIALISTS 
FOR MORE DETAILS AND A FULL LIST OF MANUFACTURED PARTS VISIT OUR 
DEVELOPING WEB-SITE AT www.rach i 


Fax: (03) 9720 3844 
MEMBER OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEY SPECIALISTS ASSOCIATION 


Email: chapmanr@alphalink.com.au 
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McMillan’ s 


ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY OF SYDNEY 


Official Sales Dealer, Parts, Service and Coachwork Centre 


“Of all man’s many possessions there have been 
few, throughout recorded history, that have afforded 
him more opportunities for the public display of | 
wealth or position than his wheeled vehicle.” 


George Oliver 


Whilst this statement certainly applies to the ownership of a Rolls-Royce or Bentley 
motor car, it also aptly describes Rolls-Royce & Bentley of Sydney with their wealth 
of experience and the position of their premises, at which will be found new and 
pre-owned Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars for sale as well as service and spare 
parts and the traditional McMillan business of repairs to, and restoration of, wheeled 
vehicles. For additional protection there is a three year Factory Warranty on all 
genuine parts supplied and fitted by McMillan’s Rolls-Royce & Bentley of Sydney, 
sole dealer for New South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory. 


| 19-27 Regatta Road, Five Dock, Canada Bay, N.S.W. 2046 
Telephone 02 9744 5111 FAX 02 9744 5517 


Email: mcemillanprestige@bigpond.com.au 
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